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MY TRUE “EPIPHANY” ……………………………………..by Pastor Ken Gibson
Webster has two definitions listed in the American Heritage Dictionary of The English
Language, in the College Edition that I have in my office. One is with a Capital “E” and the other is
not capitalized. The non-capitalized definition offered reads; “1. A revolutionary manifestation of
a divine being. 2. A Spiritual event in which the essence of a given object of manifestation
appears to the subject, as in a sudden flash of recognition.”
The other listing speaks of our Christian Holy day. Large capital “E” Epiphany reads; “A
Christian festival held on January 6th in celebration of the manifestation of the divine nature of Christ to the Gentiles
as represented by the Magi. Also called the Twelfth Day.”
As I read these, my Epiphany is that you really cannot have one without the other. The truth is that the
festival day in the Church year exists because of the reality of the revelation of who Christ is; as Savior God to the
world. Truthfully, I cannot see the first definition coming into being except through the event that we celebrate in the
life of the Church. Seems to me there is no way to have one without the other.
Now all of this is to simply say, that we have this revelation of who Christ is for all the world, and we have
come to recognize this truth through a biblical event that tells of the Magi coming to pay Christ homage. Gentiles
coming to know who this “King’ truly is. We then celebrate this truth in our church year with a particular day of
celebration and for all of the years to come. In fact, this realization is what guides all we do in the Church and what
we should do with all of our lives every day.
I don’t know about all of you, but I love Christmas and I love all twelve days of Christmas too. The saddest
day of the year for me is often when we take down the tree and the decorations. I just feel a true sadness knowing
that it will be a whole long year before we put it all up again. This year, as the New Year is beginning, I am, as I edit
this article, in Iowa preparing to preside at the memorial service of my Uncle Wayne. The sadness is deep and very
real for me and I pine for his voice. I long to hold onto him and the season of Christmas still. To share with him all
that is happening in my life and to glean his sage advice and hug him once more. Ralph Smith, my advisor in
seminary, who you have heard me speak of before, in one of the last sermons he delivered preached these words:
“Hold Jesus Close yet hold him lightly.
We are invited to love Jesus, but we cannot possess him.
The gospel writers knew that and I think so did Mary, so did Martha
And so do you.”

What really saves me at this time of real sadness, is the season of Epiphany and Christ’s Church. This time
seems to serve for me as a reminder that Jesus’ time as a child, by our biblical accounts, is very short, and so too is
our time on this earth. Christ has come to be revealed as the Savior of the world for all peoples and time moves
quickly.
I do realize I cannot hold onto my Uncle anymore nor could Mary hold onto the infant Jesus. I, like her, like
all of us, realize that Jesus was to grow and serve and be all that God had in store for him. My Uncle Wayne did that
and was so much to me and so many others. So then; “What might my true Epiphany be at this time?” you may ask;
Simply this, “We can hold onto Jesus close but we cannot own him, for we too are called to grow and serve in Jesus
name just like my uncle did and just like you all do too.” Amen.

WORSHIP TODAY
Sunday, January 25, 2015
Third Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 3

Sunday, February 1, 2015
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 4

INTRODUCTION: Stories of the call to discipleship
continue as the Time after Epiphany plays out the
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to
the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and
calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist
is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that
John was later executed, we see at the very outset the
cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of fisherman
brothers leave everything they have known and worked
for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.

INTRODUCTION: In Deuteronomy God promises to raise
up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in
Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God's
works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the
unique authority people sensed in Jesus' actions and
words. We encounter that authority in God's word,
around which we gather, the word that trumps any lesser
spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow
Jesus.
READINGS:

READINGS:

Deuteronomy 18:15–20

Jonah 3:1–5, 10
Psalm 111

Psalm 62:5–12
1 Corinthians 8:1–13
1 Corinthians 7:29–31
Mark 1:21–28
Mark 1:14–20

PRAYERS-Please lift up these petitions in your prayers—To become a praying member of the Friends in Prayer,
please submit name and e-mail address to dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org.
World: Bishop Eaton, Bishop Wollersheim; those serving in military conflicts, Arusha Town Lutheran Parish in
Tanzania (our companion parish), Scott Bunch serving in the military, Henry Trebes (friend of the Laird family),
Army Reserves, deployed to Cuba
Woodstock: Pastor Ken Gibson and his family; Pastor Amanda Bergstrom and her
family; Grace Staff; Grace Council
Health Concerns: Gloria & Ken DeRango (mother and step father of Brian Pilgard), Ken DeVogelaere, Marge
Dierksen, Betty Dusthimer (sister of Diane Thurow), Juanita Dycus, Tannie Fiorina (mother of John Fiorina),
Patrick Fraily (friend of August and Theo Hutchens), Maroulla Hahne (friend of Bill & Martha Fleck), Cindy
Hertrampf (sister of Tammy Hansing), Gloria Holy, Patrice Hoover, Mary Hurst (friend of Deborrah Evanoff),
August Hutchens, Theo Hutchens, Ruth Iwanicki, Christina Jaggi (friend of Adele Petersen), Donald Janavyak
(friend of Shirley Berna), Fila Johnson (sister-in-law to Roberta Herzog), John Johnson (brother of Jerry Johnson),
Vincent Lopez (father of Tom Lopez), Debbi Lynd, Nancy McCormick (cousin of Martha Fleck), John McMahon,
Gail Mueller, Jesse Myjak, Herb Neubaum, Don Nusbaum, Carol O’Brien (sister of Bill Larsen), Gloria Ogle, Alice
Pate, Shawn Rank (son of Bert & Carol Rank), Joshua Rumschlog (great grandson of Eileen Weide), Joan Russell
(mother of Sheri Conover), Laura Schoolcraft (wife of Pastor Ed Schoolcraft at Christ Life Church), Dick
Schroeder, Ellen Schulz (daughter- in-law of Diane Schulz), Bob Shook, Margaret Stawicki (mother of Nan
Goerlitz), Samuel Sweeney (nephew of Melissa McMahon), Carol Thompson (daughter of Marge Dierksen), Josh
Tillman, Brian Tobin (grandson of Enn Teetsov), Lauryn Trede (granddaughter of Pat Cervantes), Jerry Virgil
(father of Melynda Mauer), Karen Wells, Jeannie Wilcox, Ruth Zirves
Sorrow: Ruth Haning
If you wish to add a prayer request for this newsletter, please call the church office at 815-338-0554. Your prayer concern will run for
one week and may be renewed. Submissions to the Friends in Prayer e-mail and phone teams may also be submitted by telephone to
the church office or by e-mail to Gracewoodstock.org. Due to confidentiality laws, hospitals no longer notify churches or pastors when a
member is hospitalized. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or is admitted to the hospital, please call
the church office at 815-338-0554.
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RISE UP TOGETHER…..by Pastor Amanda Bergstrom
Next July, Grace’s high school youth group will join with thousands of other Lutheran
high school students from across the country for the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit.
The theme of this gathering is Rise Up Together, and our days will be filled with learning,
listening, serving, worship, and accompanying as we hear and proclaim God’s story.
God’s story is one of good news in Jesus, and it is a story of the cross that shows us
how to see promise, even in death, even in brokenness, even in Detroit, even in our own stories. I am so
looking forward to seeing how our high school students will journey and grow in faith through the ELCA Youth
Gathering.
Before July, we have a lot to do to get ready. This past weekend our group met for Bible study and
fundraiser planning. We began a detailed Bible study of the gospel of Mark, and started asking questions about
how this gospel helps us to see the world and God’s work in the world through the lenses of Jesus and
discipleship. As you hear different readings from the gospel of Mark in the lectionary readings during worship,
could you think of the high school youth group as they dive into these scriptures?
In preparation for this trip, we will continue to get ready by fundraising for the trip. Grace has a history
of believing so greatly in our youth and in the impact and importance of this trip, that financially supporting this
trip has been a high priority. I give thanks for your generosity, and welcome your continued support. You are
welcome to give direct financial gifts to this trip by noting “Youth Gathering.” And, we invite you to keep
supporting joint fundraiser events prepared by the high school youth group and confirmation classes.
Finally, as we look forward to and prepare for July, will you please join me in praying for the ELCA Youth
Gathering? Please pray for the people of Detroit, the over 20,000 Lutherans descending on Detroit to Rise Up
Together, and for these youth and adults from Grace: Abbie, Al, August, Bill, Caroline, Cheryl, Cooper, Corwin,
Courtney, Daniel, Gretchen, Hanna, Hannah, Jackson, Jacob, Nichole, Nick, Sue, Taylor, and Theo. Thank you
for your support and prayers.
HELPING HANDS NEEDED—This week we are expecting a delivery of ceiling tiles. Ken Zank will be working on
getting them sized and ready to go. What we need from the congregation are a few good people to come in on
Saturday January 24, starting at 8:00 am, to replace ceiling tiles in the narthex. This is the first of many
projects to come over the next couple of years. We hope you can lend a hand on this project or on a future
project. Please call or email the office if you are willing to help out. (815) 338-0554 or Carrie Fiorina at
cfiorina@gracewoodstock.org.
SENIOR LUNCHEON – Tuesday, January 27 We are starting the New Year off with a delicious
home cooked meal of Sweet Napa Salad, Chicken Stuffing Bake, Hawaiian Rolls and Pistachio
Pudding Parfaits for dessert. Then we have a wonderful program on “Funeral Service Planning”,
led by Pastor Ken, Pastor Amanda and Ron Fredriksen. This is something we all should do! Your
Funeral Service should be a reflection of you, but so often our loved ones have no idea what we would have
wanted. Cost is only $5.00, so bring a friend. Please sign up in the Activity Binder by January 25 Questions, call
Shirley Busse at 815-338-9063.
GREAT COOKS STILL NEEDED! - Once again we have our Lenten Soup Lunches starting up on Ash Wednesday,
February 18th following the noon service. The lunch consists of a hearty soup, bread, desserts and beverages.
We are in need of volunteers to prepare a batch of their favorite hearty soup, we also need some desserts. You
can be reimbursed for your cost. There is an information sheet in the front of the Activity Binder and a sign-up
sheet in the Binder. Please sign up by the end of January so we can put up a schedule. For questions call
Shirley Busse at 815-338-9063
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE —All Grace for Today articles for the February 4 issue should be sent to Lynn
Nattress at lnattress@gracewoodstock.org or to the church office by noon on Tuesday, January 27.
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SINGERS INVITED— Sing with others
from Grace for the February 15
Transfiguration service that features an
all Dixieland collection of music.
Rehearsals are Weds., beginning Jan. 28,
7 - 7:45 pm. Talk with a choir member if
interested.
THANK YOU—Thank you for donating
hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, socks, and
underwear to the mitten trees at
Grace. Over 250 items were given to the
Family Health Partnership Clinic and
other agencies for distribution to families
in need in our community. Thanks for
your generosity! -Ellie Thurow
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS—Free blood
pressure checks in the narthex between
Sunday services, Feb 8.
ANNUAL MEETING—Be sure to save the
date of Feb 8 for the Annual Meeting
following the 10:45 a.m. service at
approximately 12:05. A Ministry Matters
presentation will follow the Annual
Meeting. Annual reports will be e-mailed
and available at the Information Center
as of January 25.
2015 BULLETIN & PRESENCE LIGHT SPONSOR SHEETS are available at the Information Center. A month prior
to your sponsoring, a form will be sent to you requesting information and a donation of $20 for the Bulletins &
$10 for the Presence Light. Thank you for helping fund the weekly bulletins and presence lights.
YOUTH AUCTION —to benefit the High School Youth trip to Detroit and the Confirmation
trip to Sky Ranch—Save The Date, Sunday March 15. If you have items that you are
willing to donate please contact Pastor Amanda, Pastor Ken or Carrie Fiorina in the
church office. Watch for more information in upcoming Grace For Today’s and Day One’s.
ADULT BUS TRIP – Sunday, March 1 Our bus will be up front and ready to sweep you away
right after the 10:45 service. First we will head over to Jamison’s Restaurant in Huntley to
enjoy their fabulous Sunday Brunch. After a leisurely brunch we will head over to Elgin
Community College to see their production of “Crazy for You” Set in the 1930’s this
rollicking, romantic and timeless musical centers on a well-to-do playboy who dreams of becoming a dancer. It
is filled with high-energy dance numbers and classic Gershwin songs, including “I Got Rhythm, Embraceable
You, and Someone to Watch Over Me”. Cost is only $50. For more information or to sign up please see the
Activity Binder. Deadline to register and pay is February 8. For questions, call Shirley Busse
Page 4 JANUARY 21, 2015
February 27, 2008 Page 4

Worship ~ Evangelism ~ Ministry with the Poor ~ Spirituality ~ Discipleship ~ Youth ~ Leadership
Worship  Evangelism  Ministry with the Poor  Spirituality  Discipleship  Youth  Leadership

2015 People in Need Forum (PIN); This Forum is a unique opportunity
for human service, government, civic and especially churches and
faith-based organizations to learn about local resources available to
our neighbors in need. There is no charge to attend the Forum or to
receive the directory, but they ask that you please register so they will
know how many people and organizations to expect. Sponsored by:
McHenry County College. More information can be found at
www.mchenry.edu/peopleinneed or by contacting the church office.
PREPARE THE WAY; CARRYING OUR FAITH INTO THE FUTURE UPDATE………………by Bill Nattress
The Capital Campaign has now officially begun as we work to communicate to all of the
members of the congregation and start on the many projects that will occur over the next three
years. In the coming weeks we will be training the first wave of key communicators to go out
and visit with the members to present the program, answer questions, and ask for your
support. As of this moment we have over $270,000 committed and about $125,000 collected
toward the campaign. Projects have now begun within the Narthex along with the purchase of
new choir robes. Many other projects have been planned and the task force is working to plan out the timing of
them as cash allows. Some are seasonal work and some will come later as we garner the funds to proceed.
Please answer the call to help us celebrate the campaign as we are on our way carrying forward this
gift of faith and Sharing God’s Grace! Thanks Be To God!
LIBRARY NEWS—Here are some books that were recently donated to the library - stop by and check them out you will find them on the credenza: "Say To This Mountain" by Bodie Thoene," 90 Minutes in
Heaven" by Don Piper, "The Dead Sea Scrolls After 40 Years" by Hershel Shanks, "The Forgotten
Trinity" by James R. White, "So What's The Difference" by Fritz Ridenour, "Giving to God" by Mark
Allan Powell, "Biblical Eldership" by Alexander Strauch, "In The Company of Others" by Jan Karon
and "God's Little Devotional Book for Leaders" by Honor Books Inc. Also - please check to see if
you might have any overdue books or videos and return them to the library as soon as possible - thank you.
Stephen Ministry - is a one-to-one lay caring ministry that takes place within the congregation. The
ministry goal is to support the growth and health of the Congregation thru use of Lay Leaders that
are trained to care to hurting people in and around our congregation. People experiencing a
difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness. In the past Grace has
used this program (we are still enrolled) and we are now revitalizing it.
Grace is looking for caring people that would be interested in becoming either Stephen Leaders or
Stephen Ministers. The Leaders would be asked to attend a Leaders Training Course this spring
(April 12-18th) in St. Louis Missouri. Following the leadership course, these leaders would bring their education
back to Grace and this fall select and train the Stephen Ministers at Grace Lutheran for a 2 year term of service.
If you are interested to learn more please contact either Pastor Amanda, Pastor Ken, Claude Hutchens
(claud3hutch@sbcglobal.net), the Church Office or you can go to the Stephen Ministry website:
www.stephenministries.org for more information.
PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION AND OPEN HOUSE— Spread the word...the Grace Preschool
Open House for the 2015/2016 school year will be Jan 31, from 10 a.m.—12 p.m. Our ELEA
accredited Preschool is open to children 2—5 years in age. Come meet our teachers and visit
the classrooms. Registration is also open for the 2015-2016 school year, so don’t delay, and
tell your friends and neighbors too! Please contact the Preschool Director, Chris Learman at
815-338-0554, ext. 213, with any questions. Information and Registration is available online at
www.gracewoodstock.org.
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Here is your link to the Weekend Worship Participants:
Schedule:http://www.gracewoodstock.org/WeeklyNews/Monthly%20Worship%20Participants.pdf

THE WEEKS AHEAD AT GRACE
Saturday, January 24
8:00 AM
Ceiling Tile Installation
9:00 AM
Women’s Retreat
9:00 AM
Band
5:00 PM
Worship
Sunday, January 25
8:30 AM
Traditional Worship
9:30 AM
Sunday by Sunday Book Group
9:45 AM
Education Hour
10:45 AM
Contemporary Worship
12:00 PM
WACM Rehearsal & Set-up
7:00 PM
WACM Concert
Monday, January 26
9:00 AM
Preschool 2s, 4s, 4s & 5s
6:30 PM
Boy Scout Troop 153
6:45 PM
Connections Class
Tuesday, January 27
9:00 AM
Preschool 2s, 3s, 4s & 5s
12:00 PM
Senior Luncheon
Wednesday, January 28
9:00 AM
Preschool 2s, 4s, 4s & 5s
12:30 PM
Staff Meeting
5:00 PM
Messengers
5:15 PM
2 Year Old Class
5:15 PM
PrimeTime — Pizza
5:30 PM
Cherubs
6:00 PM
Confirmation
6:00 PM
Revelation Ringers
6:15 PM
Joyful Sound
6:30 PM
Grace Dance
7:00 PM
Chancel
7:00 PM
Graceful Dance
Thursday, January 29
9:00 AM
Preschool 2s, 3s, 4s & 5s
Friday, January 30
9:00 AM
Preschool 4s,, 4s & 5s
Saturday, January 31
9:00 AM
Band
10:00 AM
Preschool Open House
5:00 PM
Worship
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Visit the Grace website for the most up-to-date

information for all that is happening at Grace!

GRACE STAFF & COUNCIL
Senior Pastor

Sunday, February 1
8:30 AM
Traditional Worship
9:45 AM
Education Hour/Sunday By Sunday
10:45 AM
Contemporary Worship
5:15 PM
Youthful Spirit
6:15 PM
Hand Chime Choir
6:30 PM
Laudate
6:45 PM
Graceful Ringers
Monday, February 2
9:00 AM
Preschool 2s, 4s, 4s & 5s
6:30 PM
Boy Scout Troop 153
6:45 PM
Connections Class
7:00 PM
WACM Meeting
Tuesday, February 3
9:00 AM
Preschool 2s, 3s, 4s & 5s
9:00 AM
Sewing Circle
6:45 PM
All Committee Meeting Night
Wednesday, February 4
9:00 AM
Preschool 2s, 4s, 4s & 5s
12:30 PM
Staff Meeting
5:00 PM
Messengers
5:15 PM
2 Year Old Class
5:15 PM
PrimeTime — Italian Beef
5:30 PM
Cherubs
6:00 PM
Confirmation
6:15 PM
Joyful Sound
6:30 PM
Grace Dance
7:00 PM
Chancel / Graceful Dance
Thursday, February 5
9:00 AM
Preschool 2s, 3s, 4s & 5s
12:00PM
DAP
5:00 PM
Exultation!
Friday, February 6
9:00 AM
Preschool 4s,, 4s & 5s
10:45 AM
Adoration

Rev. Kenneth D. Gibson
kgibson@gracewoodstock.org
Office Phone: 815-338-0554
Home Phone: 815-527-7215
Associate Pastor
Director of Senior High Ministries

Rev. Amanda Bergstrom
Cell Phone: 630-664-9016
abergstrom@gracewoodstock.org
Director of Communications
Lynn Nattress
lnattress@gracewoodstock.org
Director of Music Ministries
Ron Fredriksen
rfredriksen@gracewoodstock.org
Parish Musicians
Terry Aavang, Jan Burns, Dale Carlson,
Tammy Baier, Carrie Filetti
Director of Preschool Ministry
Chris Learman
clearman@gracewoodstock.org
Preschool Staff
Tammy Baier, Amy Flores, Julie LaGue,
Nancy Mojica, Kristy Nellessen
Director of Educational Ministries
Office Assistant
Carrie Fiorina
cfiorina@gracewoodstock.org
Director of Senior Ministries
Shirley Busse
Secretary
Denise Klabunde
dklabunde@gracewoodstock.org
Building Supervisor/Ken Zank
Custodians/Chris & Kim Ethridge
Officers & Council
Cathy Buhrow; Mike Freeman; Robin Gibbs;
Ken Hansing; Claude Hutchens; Sue Olsen;
Peter Paulson; Rob Ribbe; Beth Miller;
Daniel Nattress
council@gracewoodstock.org

Office Hours: 8:30 am–3:30 pm, M–Th
8:30 am-12:00 pm, F
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